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At the announcement of the 24 finalists for the Ernst &
Young Entrepreneur Of The Year Programme 2012 are
Jeremy Fitch, Invest NI, Padraig O’Ceidigh, chairman of
the judging panel, Frank O’Keeffe, partner-in-charge of
the programme, Margaret Hearty, Intertrade Ireland and
Tom Hayes, Enterprise Ireland.
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Richard Kingston with Kingston Renewable Energy Fluxy
wind turbines (person at base of turbine indicates scale).

24 hopefuls vie for prestigious
Entrepreneur of the Year title

Twenty-four highly rated en-
trepreneurs have been
shortlisted for the Ernst &
Young Entrepreneur Of The
Year programme for 2012.
The finalists will join the

Irish Programme’s extend-
ed entrepreneurial commu-
nity at the annual En-
trepreneur Of The Year
CEO Retreat in June. This
week-long retreat takes
place in the dynamic sur-
roundings of Silicon Valley,
California.
The judging panel,

chaired by Padraig Ó
Ceidigh, comprises some
of Ireland’s most successful
entrepreneurs. The
12-strong panel selected
eight of Ireland’s outstand-
ing entrepreneurs in each
of three categories —
Emerging; Industry; and In-

ternational — as follows:

Emerging: Aspen Grove, Sean
Ryan; Cobone.com, Paul Kenny;
Connect Telecom, Matthew
Brown; Glenilen, Alan & Valerie
Kingston; Optivia Biotechnology,
Peter Milner; Simply Zesty, Niall
Harbison; Voya, Mark & Kira Wal-
ton; Zatori Results, Ronan
O’Brien.

Industry: Barry & Fitzwilliam,
Michael Barry; Decora Blind Sys-
tems, Stuart Dickson & Russell
Dickson; Digiweb Group, Colm
Piercy; Finnebrogue, Denis Lynn;
Genesis Crafty, Brian McErlain;
Keltech, Ray Breen; Nightline
Logistics Group, John Tuohy &
David Field; Willowbrook Foods,
John McCann.

International: Apex Fund Ser-
vices, John Bohan; Cove Energy
Plc, John Craven; Dairymaster,
Edmond Harty; Excelsys Technolo-
gies, Gary Duffy; Kenmare Re-
sources Plc, Michael Carvill; OSG
Group, Malcolm Hughes; Oxygen8
Communications Ltd, Shane
Leahy; Rigney Dolphin, Frank and
Adrienne Dolphin.

■ SHAKTI NADESAN has
joined Ballyseedy Home &
Garden, Fota Retail Park,
Carrigtwohill, Co Cork, as
operations manager, cover-
ing concessions, HR, stock,
purchasing, marketing and
events. She has held senior
roles with Asset Security
Services in her native South
Africa, and with Talent
Fusion in Ireland. She holds
a BComm from University of
South Africa and an MBA
from NUIG.

■ EOIN CASSIDY has been
named as construction part-
ner with law firm Mason
Hayes & Curran. He has
given construction law
advice to banks, State
bodies, developers and
contractors for the past ten
years. He has also advised
funders on wind farms
collectively worth €500m.
He has also lectured on

planning and development
issues in renewable energy
projects.

■ MARK CAMPBELL has
been named business devel-
opment director with hearing
aid retailer Bonavox, having
joined the board in January.
He has held senior roles
with property firm RE/MAX,
refuse truck services firm
Cathal Industries, and waste
and recycling firm Ipodec,
now owned by Greenstar.
He holds diplomas in Trans-
port Engineering, Marketing
and Auctioneering from Irish
colleges.

■ SHARON WALSH has
been named marketing di-
rector with Heineken, having
joined as marketing manag-
er last year. She has led the
beverage firm’s brand strate-
gy, operations plan and
sponsorships for 2012. She
brings 14 years FMCG expe-
rience to the role, notably
with Coca-Cola and Diageo
Ireland. She holds a Masters
in Marketing from DCU and
has won two All Ireland Mar-
keting Awards.

■ ANDREW HEALY has
been appointed business
development manager at
Commtech, reselling unified
communications products
including Microsoft Lync into
the Ireland and UK markets.
His prior roles include busi-
ness development consul-
tant at C2000, commercial
manager at Westcoast Ire-
land, and commercial man-
ager at Midia for ten years.
He holds several computing
qualifications.

■ RAY TAYLOR has joined
food, facilities and property
management firm Aramark
Ireland as regional opera-
tions director in Northern Ire-
land. He will oversee 400
client sites. He brings experi-
ence in outsourced services
such as catering, cleaning
and maintenance. He was
previously MD of facilities
management firm George S
Hall Ltd. He holds a BEng in
Building Services Engineer-
ing from UofU.

Pro-small wind business laws and
tariff changes would boost industry
IRELAND needs a

competitive feed-in tar-
iff for the national ener-

gy grid and some pro-small
wind business legislation to
ignite the potential of our
micro-generation industry,
says one ambitious en-
trepreneur.
Richard Kingston,

founder of Wicklow-based
wind turbine manufacturer
Kingston Renewable Ener-
gy (creator of simple yet in-
novative ‘Fluxy’ turbines),
believes Ireland needs just a
little creative forward think-
ing to cut its national fossil
fuel imports bill by billions
annually and become one of
the world’s largest net ex-
porters of energy within a
matter of years.
Ireland’s electricity costs

are among the highest in
Europe. At the same time,
our natural Atlantic wind
resource is ideal for generat-
ing wind energy.
Investors already know

this. The alternative energy
group Spirit of Ireland has
raised €650m from investors
who want a slice of Irish
wind generation and energy
storage, which promises to
be one of Europe’s biggest
and most innovative carbon
emissions management suc-
cess stories over the coming
decades.
Richard Kingston says it

will be odd if the State is
only playing a bit part in
that eco success story, espe-
cially given our Kyoto com-
mitments to cut our green-
house gas (GHG) emissions
to 2001 levels by 2020.
“We could be a major

player in European energy
supply, yet the nation is real-
ly only starting to get into
this now. To encourage in-
digenous investment in
wind energy Ireland needs
some changes to legislation
and greater buy-in incen-
tives. We could be the bat-
tery for the rest of Europe
and micro-generation can
play its part also.
“The small wind industry

is in its infancy. Ireland has
the best wind resource in
Europe, bar perhaps Scot-
land. We are a small island
on the edge of the Atlantic
and we are not being well
served by our Government
in allowing the take up of
micro-generation. This in-
dustry needs more careful
support to get it off the
ground. It will be a terrible
shame if we end up paying
emissions fines to Europe,
when we could have spent
the money building up a
free natural alternative ener-
gy industry.
“For the industry to pros-

per we need a better and
more fairly applied feed-in
tariff and one that will allow
smaller turbines to be more
economically viable.”
Irish consumers pay

18.36c per unit of electrici-
ty. During the last Govern-
ment the Greens helped in-
troduce a tariff of 19c per
unit for the first 3,000 units
(9c per unit thereafter) to
suppliers who fed their
excess electricity into the
national grid. Since March,
that has been reduced to a
flat 9c per unit.
The small wind industry

has put forward a number of
proposals for legislation
which could inspire this
wind sector to take off.
Richard Kingston gives one
example.
“I had two customers who

came into me looking to
share the costs and benefits
of installing a wind turbine,”
said Mr Kingston. “They
were brothers, whose houses
were located side by side.

Yet there was no legislation
to allow them to partner on
that investment. Ireland just
needs a little imagination to
encourage growth in this in-
dustry.”
Kingston Renewable En-

ergy is a newly launched
sustainable energy company.
Formerly an advertising
photographer in Dublin,
Richard Kingston moved to
Wicklow a few years ago to

create a better, healthier life
for his wife and children.
Kingston wanted to buy a

wind turbine for his new
home, located in a very
good wind spot on the
Black Hill overlooking
Wicklow. He looked at low
grade imported models, but
heard that some of these had
fallen apart after two years.
The top spec models were
good, but ranged from
€36,000 to €45,000 in-
stalled.
Kingston felt these models

were too expensive, had an
annual maintenance cost
that was too high, and some
exceeded Irish planning re-
strictions. In the end, he de-
cided to design his own. In
the course of his business he
had built up skills in high
voltage electronics, design,
model making, fabrication
in metal and timber, and
these in conjunction with
skills learnt from his father,
an engineer and landscape
artist, led him to develop a
very simple wind turbine
based largely on open source
designs.
Now launched, the com-

pany expects to produce 50
of its durable steel ‘Fluxy’
turbines annually. Costing
€23,000 each, they have a
10-year warranty and a pre-
dicted 25-year life expectan-
cy — after which the tower
itself can be retained as it has
a life span of 100 years, and
any worn-out turbine parts
can be replaced.
Kingston’s 13m domestic

and 20m commercial towers
can be erected without hav-
ing to apply for planning

permission. They have no
motors or electronics to fail,
thus leading to an annual
maintenance fee of €250
versus the €750 being
charged by some competi-
tors for servicing more
complex turbines.
The average rural house-

hold uses 7,500 to 8,000
electricity units per year. At
18.36c per unit, the turbine
displaces charges of €1,400
to €1,500 annually. Fur-
thermore, depending on the
wind resource, a turbine can
produce an excess which is
sold back to the grid. Thus,
even with the current low
feed-in tariff, it will safely
repay its initial investment
within 20 years.
“I have a customer who

has a business and a house
on their grounds. Their tur-
bine will pay for itself with-
in 11 years, and they will
make a profit of €38,000
during the initial life span of
their machine and this in-
cludes maintenance
charges,” said Mr Kingston.
“The maintenance cost is
low because my model is
much simpler than my com-
petitors, some of whom
have gone for turbines
which are scaled down ver-
sions of industrial turbines
utilising lots of electronics,
motors, servos and sensors
adding to their complexity.
“My model is easy to in-

stall and easy to maintain
and has only three moving
parts.”

■ For more information on the
‘Fluxy’ turbines, visit the Kingston
Renewable Energy website:
www.kre.ie

Harnett to address Cork Chamber
June Business Breakfast

Cork Chamber’s June Busi-
ness Breakfast will take
place on Wednesday, Jun
20, at 7.30am in the Imperi-
al Hotel in association with
the Irish Examiner.
The guest speaker is

John Hartnett, founder and
president of the Irish Tech-
nology Leadership Group
(ITLG), a network of global
Irish technology leaders
whose main focus is to fos-
ter the links between Ire-
land and Silicon Valley in
the areas of innovation, in-
vestment, education and
entrepreneurship.
He is also founder of Irish

Technology Capital, a Sili-
con Valley-based venture
capital firm and the ‘Irish In-
novation Center’, a San
Jose-based launching pad
and incubator for Irish
Technology companies.
Mr Hartnett has over 25

years of executive level ex-

perience leading global
sales, marketing, and oper-
ations.
His career in high tech

boasts some of the indus-
try’s leading companies,
such as Palm, Handspring,
Metacreations, Claris/Ap-
ple, AT&T, Digital Equip-
ment, and Wang. Previous-
ly he was CEO at G24 In-
novations, a leading thin
film solar company and
currently serves on secre-
tary of state Clinton’s
Northern Ireland Working
Committee.
He is also a member of

the Global Irish Economic
Forum.

■ For more details, for info on
Cork Chamber’s free summer bar-
becue the following Wednesday in
the River Lee Hotel, or for details
on the Chamber’s series of semi-
nars, workshops and training
courses, visit: www.corkcham-
ber.ie
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